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COMMAND ELEMENT 

 
Commanding Officer: 
LtCol Andrew Thompson 
 
Executive Officer 
Maj Chris Story 
 
Sergeant Major: 
SgtMaj Lonny Solari 
 
______________________________ 
 

FAMILY READINESS OFFICERS 
 

Family Readiness Officer: 
Larry E. Leaver 
Office: (928) 269.2279 
BB:     (928) 287.7293 
Email:  larry.leaver@usmc.mil 
Twitter:  @MALS13FRO 
 
Deputy Family Readiness Officer: 
Sgt Roussell - Ordnance – 269.2689 
Sgt Dominguez - Supply – 269.2430 
SSgt Tabora - Maint – 269.2148 
SSgt Vega - HQTR – 269.2070 
SSgt Casebolt - Avionics – 269.2697 
 

 MCAS  YUMA  ARIZONA 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 
PREP                                             Jan 8 
Chapel/Fellowship Hall, 7:30am-4:30pm 
 
Financial Fitness                           Jan 8 
Bldg. T-40 (behind Post Office), 8-10am 
 
Spouses Welcome Aboard Bus Tour 
Jan 22, Sonoran Pueblo, 8:30am-4pm 
 
 

 
 

  Commanding Officer’s Comments 
 
 
 
 
Dear Marines, Sailors and Families of MALS-13, 
 
 
As we reflect on a great 2013, we look forward to new challenges and opportunities in 2014. 
 
This month we look forward to a squadron hike up Telegraph Pass, a unit breakfast and 
continued support for the flying squadrons of MAG-13. 
 
Please remain mindful of our Marines deployed to Afghanistan, on the 13th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, and our cadre of Marines in 29 Palms, CA. 
We appreciate their hard work, dedication and service--and the sacrifices of their respective 
loved ones. 
 
Feel free to call or stop by anytime you're in the area.  All the best for a healthy and 
prosperous 2014! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
LtCol Andrew J. Thompson 

 Sergeant Major’s Message 
 
 
 
 

Family and Friends, 

I hope everyone enjoyed their Christmas and New Year’s break.  It went fast and now we are 
ready to get back to work.  I am looking forward to this year, 2014 will be a great year, please 
let us know things that you all want to do as a command.  We are gearing up the planning 
calendar and have some wonderful things coming up before it gets hot. 

If there is anything that the Command can do for you please do not hesitate to email me, I am 
here to support your loved one in uniform and yourself. 

R/S 

SgtMaj Solari, Lonny 

 
 
 

mailto:larry.leaver@usmc.mil
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Marine Corps Family Team Building 
Building 598 

(928) 269-6502/6503/6553/6544 
 
 
 

SCHEDULED CLASSES 
 
 
 

 
 
Growing the Green 
Jan 7 @ MCFTB, 10am-12pm or 6-8pm 
 
 
 
LINKS for Marines 
Jan 9 @ MCFTB, 9am-4pm 
 
 
 
FRO/DFRO Training 
Jan 10 @ MCFTB, 9am-4pm 
 
 
 
FR Assist/CT Adv Training 
Jan 14 @ MCFTB, 8am-12pm 
 
 
 
4 Lenses for Couples 
Jan 16 @ MCFTB, 6-8:30pm 
 
 
 
LINKS for Teens 
Jan 18 @ MCFTB, 9am-4pm 
 
 
 
LINKS for Couples/Spouses 
Jan 22 & 23 @ MCFTB, 6-9pm 
 
 
 
Spouses Connection Event - Bunco 
Jan 30 @ MCFTB, 5-8pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
MALS-13 SMP Reps______ 
HQ  - Cpl Latoya Jefferson 
600 -Cpl Manuel Moreno 
500 - LCpl Nicolas Fiske 
ALIMSD - Cpl Grey Crone 
PC - Cpl Rachel Christensen 
900 - Cpl Dylan Miller 
Cpl MaryBeth Monson (MALS Pres) 
700 - Cpl Nathan Fee 
PC - Cpl Mitchell Majors 
M/A - Cpl Alyssa Altiere 
 
SMP Recreation Center____________  
Hours of Operation ~ 269-5794 
Mon - Thurs: 11am - 11pm  
Fri thru Sun: 11am - Midnight  
Holiday Hrs: 1:00pm - 11:00pm 
 
Upcoming Events________________ 
SMP Monthly Meeting 
Jan 9, 1500-1630 – Station Conf. Room  

SMP Vol. Op-Humane Society 
Jan 15 & 29, 0830-1130 – SMP Rec. Center 

SMP Vol. Op- Crossroads Mission 
Jan 4 & 18, 0830-1100 - SMP Rec. Center 
     SMP Vol. Op- Yuma Food Bank 

Jan 8 & 22, 0830-1100 - SMP Rec. Center 
SMP Vol. Op- Yuma Heritage Festival 
Jan 10, 11 & 12 – meet at SMP Rec. Center 
 

SMP Vol. Op-Habitat for Humanity 
Jan 9 & 23, 0830-1100 – SMP Rec. Center 

SMP - Money 101  
Jan 23, 1130 - SMP Rec. Center  
 

SMP 
 

 
 
Black Widows and families,                       
      
Welcome back from the holidays, hopefully all of your travels were safe.  I hope all had a 
wonderful Christmas and a great start to 2014!  We have a couple of events planned for this 
month, first there will be a unit hike at Telegraph Pass on 17 Jan., then we will have the first 
Spouses Meet and Greet on 22 Jan at the Community Center from 5:30-7:30pm.  
 
 Spouses, attend a LINKS for Couples/Spouses (Jan 22 & 23, from 6-9pm) class at MCFTB 
and get your Marines a day off!  Just bring/send me a copy of your certificate and I will 
inform his department.  Once he has been approved for his day off in their departments he 
will have 30 days to take it. 
 
     The Family Readiness Program (FRP) is currently seeking volunteers, if you would like to 
support the unit with some of your spare time, let me know and I will send you an application 
form and information documents.  The FRP is here for you, we look forward to providing any 
assistance to questions or needs you may have.  If you would like to be a volunteer for the 
unit, whether officially or unofficially, contact me and I will get you more details on the 
opportunities. 

 
Semper Fi 
Larry 

INFO from the FRO 
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When our Marines check into the unit they have to check into Lifelong Learning, the Station Education Center (building 850).  There are 

opportunities for spouses to utilize these services as well for with a MyCAA grant ($4000) for approved transferable training. 

Testing Schedule (for November) 

Jan 7: AFCT/DLAB/DLPT, 0800-1300  Jan 21: AFCT/DLAB/DLPT, 0800-1300 

Jan 22: ACT, 0800-1300   

College 101 (Tuition Assistance Brief): EVERY Friday, 1000-1100  MGIB and Post 9/11 Bill Brief: Jan 6 & 13, 1000-1100 

Spouse Education and Employment Brief (call 269-3248 for reservations): Jan 8, 1000-1100  

Station Education Staff: Cindy Harry - Education Services Officer @ 269-3589 or cindy.harris@usmc.mil,  Jessica Davis - Education Services 

Specialist @ 269-5614 or jessica.a.davis@usmc.mil, or Alvina Johnson – Education Services Specialist @ 269-3248 or 

alvina.johnson@usmc.mil.  

 

Lifelong Learning 
 

        
                                                                                   
On-Line Learning Available Through Yuma School District One:  Online Learning is a new educational option offered by Yuma School District One for 1st 
through 8th grade students.  The “Digital Learning Academy”  offers a flexible schedule, individual support, local personalized learning from a highly qualified 
Yuma teacher, allows students to accelerate their learning and integrates technology-based learning that is relevant to all learners.  This free online program is 
also perfect for home-schooled children. Applications are now being accepted for the Spring 2014 semester.  Please call 928-502-4396 for more information. 
 
Yuma Regional Healthy Kids Program: Yuma Regional Medical Center is launching a new “Healthy Kids Program” for children and families.  The goal of 
the program is to teach families how to achieve a healthy lifestyle and help children manage their weight by making healthy decisions. This free program is 
open to children ages 8-12 years old and the first session begins on Jan. 16, 2014.  For questions please contact the YRMC Wellness Coordinator at 928-336-
7923.  Registration information can be found at www.yumaregional.org/healthykidsprogram.   
  
Marine Corps Scholarship for Military High School Seniors: The Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation awards need based scholarships for undergraduate 
college education to dependents of active duty, reserve, and veterans of the U.S. Marines Corps as well as of U.S. Navy Corpsmen who are or have served with 
a U.S. Marine unit.  Dependents that are eligible to apply must be planning to attend an accredited undergraduate college or vocational/technical institution, 
have a G.P.A. of at least 2.0 and meet the income requirement.  Application is available January 1st with a deadline of March 1st.  Please visit www.mcsf.org for 
more information.  
 
Commissary Scholarship for Military High School Seniors:  Don’t forget that the deadline to apply for the Commissary Scholarship for Military Children is 
fast approaching. All applications must be submitted to the MCAS Yuma Commissary by February 28, 2014.  Application forms and eligibility requirements 
can be found at www.militaryscholar.org.  
  
Empowerment Scholarship Applications Available On-Line:  Applications for the Empowerment Scholarship are available from January 1st through April 
1st.  Children of active duty personnel stationed in Arizona who are interested in attending a private school for the 2014-15 school year are eligible to apply as 
long as they attended an Arizona public school for the first 100 days the year prior.  Inbound military Kindergarten students are also eligible to apply for ESA. 
Information about ESA and applications can be found at http://www.azed.gov/esa/.  
 
Desert View Academy Registration Available at MCAS Yuma: Registration dates for the 2014-15 school year will take place February 13th for active duty 
and civilian families working on board MCAS Yuma. Representatives from Desert View Academy will be on hand from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. in building #598.  
Please make sure to bring your children’s original birth certificates, immunization records and proof of residency (base housing lease or utility bill).  A second 
registration date is set for March 1st at Desert View Academy.  Please remember that Desert View Academy selects students using a lottery.  Submitting 
registration materials does not guarantee your child will be accepted for enrollment.  
  
2014-15 School Registration Dates for Yuma Area Schools: 
More information to follow on upcoming school registration dates in a few weeks.  Be on the lookout!  
 
What Does Open Enrollment Mean?  Yuma public schools are Open enrollment school systems.  This means that families are able to enroll children in 
schools that are outside their neighborhood boundaries as long as the schools have available room and that families are able to provide transportation.  If you are 
interested in enrolling your child through the open enrollment process, please enroll at the specific school of interest within Yuma District One and Crane 
School District.  Yuma Union High School District requires that families enroll at the district office at 3150 S. Avenue A        

 

                                                                                                                                
                                                         MCAS Yuma SL: Elena McShane 928-269-5373  mcshaneea@usmc-mccs.org 

CONNECTING MILITARY FAMILIES, SCHOOLS AND THE MARINE CORPS  
 

 
 

 
 

 

School  Liaison  Officer    

mailto:cindy.harris@usmc.mil
mailto:alvina.johnson@usmc.mil
http://www.yumaregional.org/healthykidsprogram
http://www.mcsf.org/
http://www.militaryscholar.org/
http://www.azed.gov/esa/
mailto:mcshaneea@usmc-mccs.org
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Families,  
 
MALS-70 will continue to publish a newsletter on a weekly basis.  We are shooting for one this week.  I will forward once its 
complete.  Thanks again for all your support for our Marines.   
 
Semper Fi, 
 
Capt Joseph A. Reilly 
Executive Officer 
MALS-70 Jackals  
Camp Bastion, Afghanistan 
 
*********************** 
Family and Friends of MALS-70, 
 
I wanted to take a few moments to update everyone on our status. 
 
We have completed our long and arduous journey, and the Main Body has arrived safely in Afghanistan to join the Marines who 
left Advance Party.  MALS 70 is now a complete unit, and we are taking the reins from the MALS-40 Marines who are eager to 
return to their families and friends.  Within a few more days MALS 70 will be at full speed and doing what we do best, 
supporting the flight line. 
   
I am so proud of our Marines, who conducted themselves professionally during the long transit despite the obvious hardship of 
being away from loved ones for Christmas and New Years.  I am once again thankful for your support and recognize your 
sacrifice during this deployment.  No deployment is successful without the support of the families back at home. 
  
Please don't hesitate to contact your respective FROs if you have any questions or concerns while your Marine is gone.  
Remember, most of you have your local MALS FRO and Mr. Wallace, the MWHS-3 FRO who are both available to assist.  I 
am including their contact information below as a reminder. 
  
My best wishes to you for health, joy, and endurance in this New Year! 
 
Major Luke Watson 
                                           

Deployment Update 

 
        
The New Parent Support Program (NPSP) and Navy Marine Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) offer our Marines and families 
who are expecting some great opportunities prior to your “new joins” arrival. 
 
New Parent Support:  Located in building 645 (corner across from the Gym) 269-2308 
1. Daddy’s Baby Boot Camp, held at NPSP – 10 Jan, 0800-1600 (must call and register) 
2. Mom’s Basic Training, held at NPSP – 24 Jan, 0800-1600 (must call to register ~ as soon as you know you’re expecting) 
3. YRMC Hospital Tour, held on 1st Thursday of each month at 3:00pm (if you cannot make the tour call YRMC they will 
usually do a private tour too).  Normally last about 45 minutes, you can also pre-register and complete all required paperwork 
while you are there. 
 
Play Based Parenting, every Tuesday beginning 14 Jan: 9am-Noon.  Toddler Craft, every Monday beginning 27 Jan: 10-11am. 
 
Navy Marine Corps Relief Society:  Also building 645 (use side entrance facing the Station Theater) 269-2373     
1. Budget for Baby, classes held Wednesday morning, 0930 (please call to ensure). 
2. Pay Day loans up to $500.    3.  Grant and Loan program for emergencies. 
 
 
 

New Parent Support    &    Navy 
Marine Corps Relief  Society 


